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1. Name
historic Henry P. C-obtlrr Publie Sqhool #66

and or common

2, Location
street & number 604 East 38th Street N/A 

- 
. not for publication

city, town Indi anapol i s -u4
vicinity of

Indiana 018 county Mari oTt 097
state

3. Glassif icatiom
Gategory

- 
district

X ouiroing(s)

- 
slruclure

- 
site

,-- object

OwnershiP

- 
public

X , private

- 
both

Public Acquisition

- 
in process

-,Qeing 
considered

N/A

Status

- 
occupied

X unoccupied

- 
work in progress

Aecessible

-X yes: restricted
yes: unrestricted
l1{l

Pres*;:t lJse

- 
agriculture

-- 
conrrnercial

- 
educational

- 
enlertainmenl

_- government
*- industrial

military

_ museum

-. 
park

-- 
private residence

- 
relig;i*us

- 
sci.::qtitic

- 
tr . ,,,]-lLlrtati0n

X otl,,r: Vacant

narr!€

4. Gwmes- sf FxroPer€5
-+'#.8':

Park Place Associates

street & number 3848 Wash.ington Boul evard

Indi anapol i s N/A- vicinity sf state Indi ana 462
city, lown

5. kaeatisn of Legm$ ffiessw,Ep€iore

courlhouse, registry of deeds, etc. C'ity-Cggn!y EUf-]-d-t!,q

' street & number _ _2_0_0 lglL[elhiryLqn Street

Indi anapo'l i s stale I ndi anaclty, town

6. Represes?Aetien in Existlmg $urweys
Survey Report for Please see continuation sheet

ll"-lNj.qnqrellll-Uq$ -oll--q 
q !'t n !Y has this property been determined ellgible? , yes

iederal X -. state counlY

no

localdate 1977

doposltory lor eurvey records Ind jana Depaltment of Nalgral Resources

clty, torYn Indianapol is ctate I ndi ana



7. Description
Condition

excellenl
X good

fair

Check one Check one
deterioraled unaltered X original site

ruins X altered moved dale

unexposed

nawnl nhvsical aooealanceDescribe the present and original (if known) physical appe

Henry p. Coburn School #66 is a brown brick two--story structure with raised basement. The

original building, stretch'ing along 38th Street between Broadway and Park Avenue, is rec-
tan!ular, with ai irregular 5ut syfrmetrical addjtion 0n the rear (north). 0ther than the

Iimistone coping, the itructure 'il trimmed with buff terra cotta: corn.ice, belt course

below the cornjie, water table, base, sjlls, pilaster capitals, and decorat'ive relief
'iir.i. A copp.r-irit". remaint in piu.e. Thb windows are the orig'inal wood frame double-

hung sash tybb, wiifr n'ine-over-nine iights, terra cotta sjlls and brick heads.

The symmetr.ical main south facade on 38th Street contajns n'ine major bays--31 w'indows

fenesirated S/z*'s/l*5/l*5/Z*5. The asterjsked bays have_ smaller wjndows, above each of
whjch.is a reciangular tile decorated with equesirian figures. Between each indicated
wjndow groupirg;;; two brick pilasters capped wjth terra cotta. Above the pilasters'is
a terra cotta ir.ieze wh'ich supports a frieze of patterned brick wjth festooned terra cotta
panels above each set of pilasters.

Centered in the facade is a hooded compound round arch with a scroll bracket beneath each.

label stop, all .in terra cotta. l^ljthjir the arch the coffered ceiljng j: composed of terra
cotta rosettes. 0n either side, in the spandrels of the arch, are round medallions.
Flankjng the entrance are single windows topped with two of the equestri.an-figure tiles.
Above the entrance, carved in l'imestone, js'i'No./Henry P. Coburn School /66."

The east elevatjon of the original building'is p'ierced only by three narrow w'indows over an

entrance, and six basement windows. To the north is a connecting portiol wlth one entrance

;;i iil'*inoo*r above), then a six-bay 
.|929 addition, whjch continues the terra cotta

ornament and the pilaster stnips. The west elevation is jdentjcal.

The north elevation, or rear of the building, is symmetrical. The center section'is
recessed and has fjve wjndows. A three-and-one-haif story rectangular smokestack rises
from the roof east of the center. Flanking the recessed center sect'ion are two sections

wjth five windows each, trimmed similarly lo the primary facades. These two sect'ions are

flanked by wingl that froject even furthlr. These wings are blank, however' except for
terra cotta beit coursing and entablature trjm'
Interior:
0n the first and second floors there are a total of 23 classrooms and a gymnasium. At

the main entrance is a compound arch constructed of oak. The floors of the corridors
are terrazzo and the walls are wainscoted with glazed brick and oak molding.- Each

classroom has an oak doorway. The upper l/3 of-the doors consists of four glass panes.

The classrooms have hardwood floors wjth oak baseboard mold'ing'



I, Signif icance
Period Areas ol Signilicance-Check and iustily below

archeology-prehistoric community planning
archeology-hastoric con servatlon
agriculture .. economics

X architecture X education
art engineerlng
commerce exploration settlement
communications industrY

invention

prehistoric
1 400-1 499
1 500-1 599
1 600-1 699
1 700-1 799
1 800-1 899
1 900-

landscape architecture
law
literature
military
music
philosophy
politics government

religion
sclence
sculplure
social"
humanitarian
theater
transporlation
other (specifY)

Specific dales l9l 5 ! I 929 uilder Architect |./. P. Jungclaus, Builder
Rubush and Huntei, Archl tecJs (IEl 5)
Harrison and Turnock, Architects {1929)Statemenl of Significance (in one paragraph)

A beautifully symmetrical structure with a slight Med'iterranean influence, indjcated by

the arched entrance and relief medallions, Henry P. Coburn School #66 is significant for
jts classjcally-derived archjtecture,'including its abundant use of terra cotta. Although
School 66 is not the only example of terra cotta trim on an IPS school, its use is suf-
f i ciently uncommon as to be notabl e. It 'is the most notabl e of the few rema'ini ng Indi -
anapolis" public schools designed by the promjnent archjtectural firm of Rubush and Hunter.

Indianapof is rapidly expanded northward after .l900, encouragedby the^extended streetcar
lines. In hjs ann-ual report of 0ctober 25,.|9.l0, Superintendent of Schools Calv'in Kendall
recommended that the Schobl Board "jnvestigate purchasing a lot north and east of P.S. #60.

The new p.S. #43 [completed that year] wjll provide for the western palt of the territory
north of 34th, bui I believe it witl be necessary to erect another bur'lding somewhere in
the vicinity of Central Avenue to provide for the eastern part of the same rapjdly growing

district. "

In November, 1912, land was purchased on whjch to bujld a new school that would serve to
reljeve the brimming School 60 about a mile to the southwest. In February, 

.|9.l4, 
Rubush

and Hunter were choien as arch'itects for a ten-room bujldjng with assembly ha11 to be

bu.ilt on 38th Street. W. P. Jungclaus, a prominent Indianapoljs bujlder, was awarded

the contract that summer. School 66 was opened for the new school year in Scptember,
.19.15. It did not yet have its asseiiibiy hall, but five roorns jn the basemetrt v;ere used

for that purpose, later to be used for shop and honte economics. Enrollment increased
rapidly, and'as ear'ly as l9l9 a survey of building intprovement needs included four class-
rooms and an auditorium for Schco'l 66.

But the School Board had enough troubl e attempti ng to keep up wi th far Iiiui'€ uFg€nt needs

elsewhere, and so portable classrooms were erected on the School 66 grounds,_not to be

replaced untjl 1gTg, when a new e'ight-roon addition with audjtorjum was completed.

in February, 1g28, Harrison and Turnock, architects of the 1927 Crispus Attucks High Schoo'l

were selecied, and in September the contract was awarded to Service Construct"ion Company.

The addjtjon harmonjzes wjth the original.

In the .|930s, adult education classes in art were organized with noted Indjanapolis
'art jst, 14'il I iam F. Kaeser, as jnstructor, under the ausp'ices of the Works Progress Adm'in-
jstration (WPA). The norih side group met at School 66 and continued to do so long after
the Depress jon was over, evolving into today's Ind.ianapol js Art League, now located 'in

Broad Ripple. Thjs adds a special note to the school's historic significance.

School 66 was named jn l916 for Henry P. Coburn, the chairman of the first Board of School
Trustees (predecessor of the Board of School Comm'issioners) appointed'in .l853. H'is efforts
were largeiy responsible for the creatjon of laws that prov.ided the firstfree schools in
the cityl it tawyer by profession, Coburn was noted for h.is commitment to public works,
with no thought of comPensation.



9. Major Bibliographical Refereffices

Please see continuation sheet

1O. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property Less than one acre

Quadrangle name Indi anapol j s West

UT M Reterences

Quadrangle scale I :24000

o tr,ot t!113_fJ*fl
Tone Easting

cl ,-i | | r-l**-J
El r I LL-r-J-*u-*J
cLJ I | ,L-uJ L-r-l rl r*r*l

Verbal boundary d*scription and juslilication
Bounded by 38th Street on the south, Park Avenue on the west, Broadway on the Eastn and
an El'ley on tire ncrth

-..-.-_--
Lici an stales and counties lor prcperlies overlapping state or county boundaries

state N/A code county

F dfo-PUrIeJ
Northing

lrlrl-r-il
"L' I | | 'I-i*r.JZone Easting

DLJ L-l ,lr-rJ
Fl-r-l lltL,J
HLr. I I I , l-u,"J

| , | ' l-r-rJNorthing

I r l,l,'--'-J
lrlrl--**-t**J
lrl'l-r-.-.r...1

----state counly code

1 1 , Formt Frepared By

name,'litle _,___,_I_iEhael D- Bemett

organization February 12, 1986

street & number 3€r4B bJashi ngtq!_ Bqul qyqrd terephone 31U923-?613

cily or town Indianapol is state Indiana 46205
*'_.'@ry'.@

12. Stse* d li* pteserveiton Qfficer GenaEfication
The evaluated signilicance of this property within the state is:

-L tocat

State Historic Preservalion Oflicer signature

.*e Indjana State Historjc Preservation re

For NPS use onlY

I hereby certlly that thls property ls lncluded in the Natlonal ffeglster

date

cleg) 9o+?tl

date

4-30-86

Keeper ol the National Register

Attest,
Chiel of Registration
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"Annexatjon Map", Hand-colored. Records, Room B-.|2, City-County Building, Indianapolis,
Indiana.
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Building, Indianapol is, indjana.
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-l 
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Fjre Protectjon School City of Indianapolis, Indiana Inspection

39.

Ga1e, Frederjck, A Biggraph]cal Study of Persons for Whom Indjanapolis Schools are Named.
IndianapoljsPubl.icRelatjonsDepartment,Indianapolj.ffi

Gre'iff, G'lory June, Lt-s_t_qf*lftWorld War II Public School Build.ings Still Extant jn
Indianapol is (Ptq -Unigov - BountttiEsW-

Uslqrjca'l Sketch
issibneis ot fFe--Citv oT-InnlEnapot jt 1953.

istorjca'l sketches of schools l-97, cAHS, EMTHS, ATHS, sHs, GWHS, TCHHS, & HEl,.lHS,
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